The Undara Lava Tubes
190,000 years ago, Mother Nature set to work creating one of the rarest and most fascinating volcanic phenomena on Earth... the Undara Lava Tubes, on the Eastern Edge of North Queensland’s vast Gulf Savannah region.

Undara Volcanic National Park contains the remains of the earth’s longest flow of lava that originated from a single volcano in modern geological times.

This massive eruption caused lava to flow more than 90kms to the north and over 160kms to the north-west.  It is estimated that 23 cubic kilometres of lava, at a temperature of 1200 degrees, flowed from the volcano – which is enough to fill Sydney Harbour 4-5 times!

How Do You Create A Lava Tube?
You need three things to create a lave tube;
1. Plenty of lava

2. Flowing very quickly

3. Down a gentle slope

As the surface of the lava cools, and gradually forms solid rock, the lava below insulated from the cool air, remains hot and continues to flow.  Eventually when the lava production comes to a halt, it drains out at the end, leaving a hollow rock tube behind.

These ‘tubes’ now function like huge stormwater drains, collecting and carrying much of the summer rains.  Over the years, the ceilings collapse, which allows vegetation to grow in the damp depressions - and for us to walk inside them!!

Want to learn more and see some great pictures?

Visit http://undara.com.au/
